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January 25, 2013

VIA CERTIFIED MAILt R.R.R. & REGULAR MAIL

Peter A. Cook, Esq.
c/o Gerard E. Hanlon, Esq.
Hanlon Dunn & Robertson
50 South Street
Morristown, NJ 07960

Re : In the Matters of Peter A. Cook
Docket Nos. DRB 12-290 and DRB 12-331
District Docket Nos. VB-2010-0021E and
VB-2011-0014E
LETTER OF ADMONITION

Dear Mr. Cook:

The Disciplinary Review Board has reviewed your conduct in
the above matters and has concluded that it was improper.
Following a review of the record, the Board determined to impose
an admonition.

Specifically, in about 2009, in two simple matters for
separate clients, you lacked diligence and failed to communicate
with the clients. In the Fetherston matter, you did little to
move a trust matter along and then accomplished little more than
legal research, once that matter evolved into an estate matter.
You also failed to reply to your client’s requests for
information from February 2009 to February 2010. In the
Rudzenski matter, you completed an initial task by setting up a
non-profit entity for the client. You then agreed to prepare tax
returns for the entity, a ministry, for no fee, but failed to do
so. You also failed to reply to requests for information about
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the matter, forcing her to press a friend into service to obtain
updates. Your actions in these matters violated RPC 1.3 and RP__C
1.4(b). The Board dismissed the RPC l.l(a) charge in the
Rudzenski matter for lack of clear and convincing evidence of
any impropriety.

In imposing only an admonition, the Board took into
consideration that no ethics infractions have been sustained
against you since your 1994 admission to the bar.

Your conduct has adversely reflected not only upon you as
an attorney but also upon all members of the bar. Accordingly,
the Board has directed the issuance of this admonition to you.
R~ 1:20-15(f)(4).

A permanent record of this occurrence has been filed with
the Clerk of the Supreme Court and the Board’s office. Should
you become the subject of any further discipline, it will be
taken into consideration.

The Board has also directed that the
disciplinary proceedings be assessed against you.
costs will be forwarded under separate cover.

costs of the
An invoice of

Very truly yours,

JKD/sj
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