' SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY
' D-61 September Term 2004

I.N"I'HRMATTRROI*‘x F ﬂ ﬂ, E .

' MERRI R. LANE, | | APR072035 -
AN Anonm, AT LAW | !i hen 2 Cﬁ :

(Attorney No. 012101982) OLERK

The Dlsc1pllnary Review Board having filed with the Court
its decision in DRB 04-335, concludlng that MERRI R. LANE of
CHERRY HiLL, who was admitted to the bar of this State in 1982,
should be suspended from the practice of law for a period of
three months for v1olat1ng RPC 1. l(a)(gross neglect), RPC
1.3(lack of diligence), RPC 1.4 (a) (failure to communicate, with
client), RPC 1.4 (b) (failure to keep client reasonably informed
about status of matter),'ggg 1.16(d) (on termination of
reﬁresentation, failure to return unearned portion of retainer),
RPC 8.1(b) (failure to cooperate with ethice authorities), RPC
8.4 (c) (conduct involving dishonesty,‘fraud, deeeit or
misrepresentation), and Rule 1:21-6(improper use_ef signature
-stamp on trust account check), and good cause appearing;

It is OkDERED that MERRI R. LANE is suepended from the
practice of law for a period of three months and unt;l the
further Order of the Court, effective immediately; and it is
further | |

ORDERED that the entire record of this matter be made a

permanent part of respondent's file as an attorney at law of this



- State; and it is. further
ORDERED that respondent be restralned and enjoined from
‘practicing law during the period of suspenaion and that
_respondent comply with Rule 1:20- -20; and it ise further
ORDERED that pursuant to Rule 1: :20- 20(c), respondent’s
failure to comply with the Affzdav1t<of Compliance neduiaement of
Rule 1:20- -20 (b) {15) may (1) preclude the Disc1p11nary Review |
poard from considerlng respondent 8 pet1t1on for :einstatement
for a period-of up to slx months €rom the date respondent files
~proof of ccmplzance, (2) be £ound to constitute a violation of
REC 8. 1 (b) and REC 8. 4(c); and {3) provide a basis for an action
.  for contempt pursuant to. Rule 1: :10- 2, and it is further |
‘ORDERED that reepondent reimburse the Dlsc1plinary‘0ver51ght
committee for approprlate admin;strative costs jncurred in the

prosecution of this matter.

WITNESS, the Honorable Déborah T. Poritz, chief Justice, at

g

Trenton, this Sth day of Apri
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