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T T  RE: In the Matter of John F. Coffey, 
DRB Docket No. 04-419 
District Docket No. VI-04-006E 
LETTER OF ADMONITION 

Dear Mr. Coffey: 

The Disciplinary Review Board reviewed the motion for 
discipline by consent (admonition) filed by the District VI 
Ethics Committee pursuant to R. 1:20-10(b). Following a review 
of the<'record, the-Board determined t'o grant the motion and to 
impose an admonition. 

Specifically, In October 2002, Karen Kosdan retained you to 
prepare and file a Chapter 7 b'ankruptcy petition on her behalf. 
Although she gave you all the necessary information in December 
2002, it was not until nine months later that you filed the 
petition. You a l s o  failed to keep her informed of the status of 
the matter. Only after Ms. Kosdan contacted the court, in 
September 2003, did she learn that her petition had not yet been 
filed. Your conduct violated 1.3 (lack of diligence) and 

1.4(a) (failure to communicate with the client). 
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In imposing only an admonition, the Board considered that 
you refunded the fee to Ms. Kosdan, that you completed the 
matter at no cost to her - except for the filing fee - and that 
she was not harmed by your conduct. 

Your conduct adversely reflected not only upon you as an 
attorney, but also upon all members of the bar. Accordingly, the 
Board has directed the issuance of this admonition to you. R. 
1:20-15(f)(4). 

nent- record. of +his _occurrence has been filed with 
the Supreme Court and the Board's office. Should 

you become the subject of any further discipline, it will be 
taken into consideration. 

The Board has also directed that the costs of the 
disciplinary proceedings be assessed against you. An invoice of 
costs will be forwarded under separate cover. 
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Very truly 'yours;- 

- -  

Chief Counsel 

__-_ .- - - -  i 
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