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LETTER OF ADMONITION

Dear Mr. Bernstein:

The Disciplinary Review Board has reviewed your conduct in the above matter and has
concluded that it was improper. Specifically, between 1973 and 1986 you prepared numerous wills
and codicils in behalf of Irma Weineck. In at least two of those wills, you were designated as a
beneficiary. In or about September 1997, another attorney prepared a revocation of the last will
prepared by you. That attorney also drafted subsequent wills and codicils for Ms. Weineck.
Although after Ms. Weineck’s death in 1995 you were no longer a beneficiary under her last will,
your conduct in naming yourself as beneficiary in two wills that you prepared constituted a violation
of RPC 1.8(c). Notwithstanding your claim that the provision in the will was intended to satisfy
legal fees owed to you, your conduct was violative of RPC 1.8(c).

The Board dismissed the charge of a violation of RPC 1.5(b), finding that your longstanding
professional relationship with Ms. Weineck obviated the need to have a formal retainer agreement.

Your conduct adversely reflected not only upon you as an attorney, but also upon all
members of the bar. Accordingly, the Board has directed the issuance of this admonition to you.
R. 1:20-15 (f) (4).
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A permanént record of this occurrence has been filed with the Clerk of the Supreme Court
and the Board’s office. Should you become the subject of any further discipline, it will be taken into
consideration. '

The Board has also directed that the costs of the disciplinary proceedings be assessed against
you. An affidavit of costs will be forwarded under separate cover. '

Very truly yours,
&c ()V\/t W
Roby . Hill
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