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Dear Mr. Abramo:
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The Disciplinary Review Board has reviewed your conduct in

the. above matter and has concluded .that it ~as improper. The
Board denied your motion to dismiss .the ~omplaint and to
supplement the record. Member Stanton recused himself.

Specifically, shortly before an October 2006 court hearing
involving your client, Mark Peirano, you attempted to collect
outstanding legal fees. When Peirano indicated that he would pay

no    more    for    the    representation,    you terminated    the

representation, Without taking appropriate teps to protect

Peirano’s interests.

In addition you held his file "hostage," ending receipt of

your¯ fee. It is well-settled that attorneys m~st return cl±ent
files upon termination of the representation, when requested by
the client or subsequent counsel. The attorrey may, however,
retain a copy.of the file for his/her own purposes, and charge
the client for that copy. You failed to return Peirano’s
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complehe file, forcing your client and his ne~
without it. Your misconduct in this regard viola
The Board dismissed the remaining charges for l,
convincing evidence: RP_~C 1.15(b); RP_~C 3.3(a)(
3.4(c); and RPC 8.4(c) and (d).

In imposing only an admonition, the Board
your    2008    admonition    for    dissimilar    cot

attorney to do
5ed RP__~C 1.16(d).
Lck of clear and
) and (5); RPC

determined that
~duct    (improper

letterhead) was not serious enough to warrant the imposition of
greater discipline.     .

Your conduct adversely reflected not only upon you as an
attorney but also upon all members of the bar. Accordingly, the
Board has directed the issuance of this admonition to you. Rule
1:20-15(f)(4).

A permanent record of this occurrence has
the Clerk of the Supreme Court and the Board’s
you become the subject of any further discip]
taken into consideration.

The Board has also directed that th
disciplinary proceedings be assessed against you
costs will be forwarded under separate cover.

Very truly yours,

~DeCore

C~hie f Counsel

been filed with
office. Should

ine, it will be

cost of the
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