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RE : In the Matter of Douqlas B. Hanna
Docket No. DRB 12-306
District Docket No. XIV-2011-0253E
LETTER OF ADMONITION

Dear Mr.    Hanna:

The Disciplinary Review Board reviewed the motion for
discipline by consent (admonition), filed by the Office of
Attorney Ethics (OAE) in the above matter, pursuant to R~ 1:20-
10. Following a review of the record, the Board determined to
grant the motion and to impose an admonition.

Specifically, in March 2011, you received a copy of a
grievance filed by your client, Tebbie Carbone, questioning the
disbursement of settlement funds from his personal injury
matter. After the matter had settled, your former bookkeeper had
prepared a settlement statement that showed that Carbone was not
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entitled to any of the settlement funds because of medical liens
and money owed to doctors. After you received the grievance, you
contacted your accountant, who determined that you owed Carbone
as well as two other clients money from their settlements. Your
bookkeeper had fabricated false settlement statements and was
later prosecuted for embezzling funds from your trust account.

Thereafter, you notified the OAE about the other two
clients to whom you owed money and cashed in your life insurance
policy to pay them. You were unable to contact one of your
clients and deposited her funds into your attorney’s trust
account.

As stipulated, your conduct was unethical and a violation
of RPC 1.3 for failing to monitor your clients’ trust funds.

In imposing only an admonition, the Board considered that
you readily admitted your wrongdoing by entering into a
stipulation with the OAE and brought to its attention the two
other cases in which money was owed to clients; successfully
completed an alcohol rehabilitation program; and regularly
attend private counseling with a Board-certified psychologist on
an out-patient basis. The Board further considered that your
ethics transgressions here do not reflect a failure to learn
from prior mistakes. Rather, they were part and parcel of the
same problems that resulted in your prior admonition. For these
reasons, the.Board determined that discipline no greater than an
admonition is warranted.

Your conduct adversely reflected not only upon you as an
attorney, but also upon all members of the bar. Accordingly,
the Board has directed the issuance of this admonition to you.
a.l:20-15(f)(4).

A permanent record of this occurrence has been filed with
the Clerk of the Supreme Court and the Board’s office. Should
you become the subject of any further discipline, it will be
taken into consideration.



I/M/O Douqlas B. Hanna, DRB 12-306
January 25, 2013
Page 3 of 3

The Board has also directed that the
disciplinary proceedings be assessed against you.
costs will be forwarded under separate cover.

costs of the
An invoice of

Very truly yours,

ianne K.    DeCore
Counsel

JKD/sl
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