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Paul W. Sonstein, Esq.
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233 West Landis Avenue
Vineland, New Jersey 08360

Re: In the Matter of Paul W, Sonstein
Docket No. DRB 17-044
District Docket No. IV-2016-0029E
LETTER OF ADMONITION

Dear Mr. Sonstein:

The Disciplinary Review Board has reviewed your conduct in the
above matter and has concluded that it was improper.' Following a
review of the record, the Board determined to impose an admonition.

Specifically, on a date not mentioned in the record, Lyndon Long
retained you for representation in a workers' compensation matter. You
failed to provide him with a writing communicating the basis or rate
of the fee either at the inception of the litigation, or within a
reasonable time thereafter. The Board, thus, found that you violated
RPC 1.5(b).

! Member Boyer was recused.
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In imposing only an admonition, the Board considered that you
represented Long over the course of ten years; attorneys' fees in
workers' compensation matters are at the discretion of the
presiding judge; you explained to your client the process for.
determining your fee, and, at the conclusion of the case, provided
him with an agreement to settle the claim, which itemized all
costs and legal fees; the transgression occurred more than ten
years ago; and you cooperated fully with the investigation and
entered into a stipulation of facts. The Board also considered
that your prior discipline occurred more than fifteen years ago.

Your conduct has adversely reflected not only upon you as an
attorney but alsc upon all members of the bar. Accordingly, the
Board has directed the issuance of this admonition to you. R.
1:20-15(¢(f)(4).

A permanent record of this occurrence has been filed with the
Clerk of the Supreme Court and the Board's office. Should you
become the subject of any further discipline, it will be taken
into consideration.

The Board also has directed that the costs of the disciplinary
proceedings be assessed against you. An invoice of costs will be

forwarded under separate cover.

Very truly yours,

Ellen A. Brodsky
Chief Counsel

EAB/sl

Cc: (See attached list)
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